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the Las Vegas Board of Rabbis, Rabbi 
Mintz is an inspiration to many young 
Jewish girls and women who aspire to 
become Rabbis and leaders within their 
communities. In line with Congrega-
tion P’nai Tikvah’s commitment to 
fostering a welcoming environment for 
religious life, Rabbi Mintz is a board 
member of the Interfaith Council of 
Southern Nevada and the Clark County 
Ministerial Association. 

For decades, Rabbi Mintz has pro-
vided opportunities for religious edu-
cation to Jews of all ages, and I am 
pleased to stand today in celebration of 
the 10 years she has devoted to Con-
gregation P’nai Tikvah in Las Vegas. I 
congratulate Rabbi Mintz and Con-
gregation P’nai Tikvah on this impor-
tant anniversary. 

f 

LEGISLATION PROTECTING VIC-
TIMS OF SEXUAL VIOLENCE AND 
HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. Presudent, on the 
floor yesterday, the majority leader 
claimed that last Congress, Senate 
Democrats ‘‘failed to bring any traf-
ficking legislation to the floor.’’ 

I do not normally do this, but I must 
correct the record. The facts are ex-
actly the opposite, and the Senate’s 
history must be clear on this. 

Last Congress, despite the opposition 
of the majority of Senate Republicans, 
including Senators MCCONNELL and 
CORNYN, Senate Democrats reauthor-
ized our Nation’s two cornerstone 
pieces of legislation that protect vic-
tims of sexual violence and human 
trafficking—the Violence Against 
Women Act, VAWA, and the Traf-
ficking Victims Protection Act, TVPA. 
Combined, these two bills reauthorized 
nearly $1 billion a year in funding for 
survivors of these horrible crimes. As 
we updated and modernized these land-
mark laws, we listened to the survivors 
and the advocates who work with them 
every day to make sure that our legis-
lation responded to the real needs of 
real people. We were not looking for 
gimmicks or shortcuts. Instead, we 
dedicated hours of time learning about 
what was working and what needed to 
be improved in order to best meet the 
needs of survivors. 

The end result was two bills that did 
more to prevent sexual assault and 
human trafficking and to reach more 
victims than ever before. Because of 
our comprehensive and inclusive ap-
proach, these bills had the strong and 
vocal support of more than 1,400 local, 
State and national organizations. 

In addition to the successful reau-
thorization of the Violence Against 
Women Act and the Trafficking Vic-
tims Protection Act last Congress, I 
later moved a comprehensive package 
of legislation to address the issue of 
human trafficking here in the United 
States, which included critical support 
programs directed at runaway and 
homeless youth to prevent trafficking 
in the first place. Last year that pack-
age, which included the Justice for Vic-

tims of Trafficking Act, as well as the 
Runaway and Homeless Youth and 
Trafficking Prevention Act, the Bring-
ing Missing Children Home Act, and 
the Combat Human Trafficking Act, 
was reported out of the Judiciary Com-
mittee, which I chaired. I then sought 
the unanimous consent of the Senate 
to pass that bipartisan package, and 
every single Democratic Senator 
agreed. But Republicans blocked it. 
They objected to it. Senator MCCON-
NELL failed to mention any of this yes-
terday. 

So if such assertions are going to be 
loosely made on this floor, let the 
record be clear about who, in fact, 
stood in the way of protections for 
trafficking victims last year. Look to 
see which Members voted against the 
reauthorizations of the Violence 
Against Women Act and the Traf-
ficking Victims Protection Act. Those 
two laws were passed with the votes of 
every Senate Democrat. And last year, 
it was Republicans who obstructed pas-
sage of the subsequent comprehensive 
domestic antitrafficking package, sup-
ported by every Democrat, that in-
cluded critical trafficking prevention 
legislation. On top of all that, under 
Democratic leadership of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee, total ap-
propriations for trafficking victims’ 
services more than doubled in fiscal 
year 2015, rising from $28.1 million to 
$58 million. 

When we look at the facts, it is sim-
ply outrageous and laughable to sug-
gest Senate Democrats did not support 
antitrafficking efforts last Congress. 
These facts matter and I cannot allow 
revisionist history to muddy the ac-
complishments we and so many advo-
cates fought for in the last Congress. 

Regrettably, the newly empowered 
Senate Republicans have not continued 
the same survivor-led approach we 
took in the last Congress to pass 
VAWA and the TVPA. Instead they 
sought to use a new antitrafficking 
bill, the Justice for Victims of Traf-
ficking Act, JVTA, to expand the reach 
of the Hyde amendment and its restric-
tions on health care for these women 
who are survivors of trafficking crimes. 
In doing so, the same Senators who 
voted against VAWA and TVPA in the 
last Congress inserted unnecessary and 
destructive politics into what was oth-
erwise a bipartisan antitrafficking bill. 
The result was to needlessly tie the 
Senate in knots for weeks over this 
legislation. More importantly, Senate 
Republicans’ effort to expand the Hyde 
amendment undermined what should 
be the very goal of antitrafficking leg-
islation—to help return dignity and 
self-determination to the lives of sur-
vivors of human trafficking. That was 
certainly the goal of our successful ef-
fort to expand the scope of VAWA and 
TVPA to reach all victims. 

It is also the goal behind the Run-
away and Homeless Youth and Traf-
ficking Prevention Act that I reintro-
duced with Senator COLLINS this Con-
gress. This bill, which was a critical 

part of the debate last Congress and 
should remain a critical part of the de-
bate in this Congress, aims to prevent 
young people from becoming victims of 
trafficking in the first place. We know 
runaway and homeless children are ex-
ceptionally vulnerable to human traf-
fickers. These children literally have 
nowhere to go. And traffickers prey on 
this vulnerability. That is why Senator 
COLLINS and I fought so hard to add 
this legislation to the JVTA. The run-
away and homeless youth programs 
supported by our bill keep kids safe, 
save lives, and prevent human traf-
ficking in the first place. 

I was very disappointed when our 
amendment failed to pass by just four 
votes. What was most disheartening 
was that the principal objection was 
the inclusion of an important non-
discrimination provision to ensure that 
no child, including those who identify 
as LGBT, faces discrimination by serv-
ice providers. But I am not giving up. I 
will keep fighting to see this legisla-
tion passed because it is so important. 
As the Polaris Project, a leading 
antitrafficking advocacy organization, 
recently told the New York Times: 

Successful efforts to combat modern slav-
ery must address the root causes that make 
people vulnerable in the first place . . . Until 
critical funding is reauthorized through the 
Runaway and Homeless Youth [and] Traf-
ficking Prevention Act to support critical 
services, such as shelter beds for homeless 
kids, this population will face increased risk. 

Senator MCCONNELL and I may differ 
in our opinions, but I think it is impor-
tant to get it right when it comes to 
facts. To say that Senate Democrats 
failed to move antitrafficking legisla-
tion last Congress rewrites history and 
does a tremendous disservice to all of 
those victims and advocates who so re-
cently dedicated years of their lives to 
the successful reauthorization of the 
Violence Against Women Act and the 
Trafficking Victims Protection Act, 
and to crafting a bipartisan package of 
antitrafficking legislation that was ul-
timately blocked by Senate Repub-
licans. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE J. WARREN 
AND LOIS MCCLURE FOUNDA-
TION ON ITS 20TH ANNIVERSARY 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I am hon-
ored to recognize the J. Warren and 
Lois McClure Foundation on the cele-
bration of its 20th anniversary. For two 
decades, the selfless philanthropy of 
the McClure family has allowed scores 
of deserving Vermonters to pursue fi-
nancial stability and academic success. 

Established in 1995, the foundation 
was built upon Lois and her late hus-
band Mac’s concept of ‘‘giving with 
warm hands.’’ Inspired by the idea of 
collaborative philanthropy, the 
McClures set out to give with the hope 
it would encourage benevolence among 
future generations. 

For 20 years, the foundation has col-
laborated with private and public part-
ners to support low-income and first- 
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generation students, adult learners, 
and veterans. From providing transi-
tion services for homeless youth, to 
promoting single parents’ education 
programs and mental health services 
for veterans, there are no bounds to the 
McClure family’s encouragement of 
life-long success. 

Institutions such as the Vermont 
State Colleges, the American Red Cross 
of Vermont, the Vermont Department 
of Libraries, the Vermont Vet to Vet 
Program, and hundreds more have ex-
panded innovative learning programs 
as a result of the foundation. From 
cancer patients to legislators, the foun-
dation has touched countless lives, 
while inspiring those to follow their 
dreams. 

The foundation has also been instru-
mental in supporting historical preser-
vation projects at the Leahy Center for 
Lake Champlain and the Lake Cham-
plain Maritime Museum. The 
McClures’ vision to inspire a lifelong 
cultural and historical education for 
all Vermonters, meanwhile maintain-
ing a commitment to environmental 
sustainability, has enhanced multiple 
facets of our State’s diverse landscape 
for generations to come. 

As someone who has met many lead-
ers and legends within public service, I 
am continually humbled by the 
McClure family’s boundless charity and 
true dedication to supporting the com-
mon good. 

Marcelle and I are proud to call Lois 
our dear friend, and we were blessed 
and honored to know Mac. We are for-
ever proud of the McClures’ undying 
commitment to Vermonters, and we 
are thrilled to congratulate the founda-
tion on 20 wonderful years of extraor-
dinary and selfless service. 

f 

NATIONAL MENTAL HEALTH 
AWARENESS MONTH 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask my 
colleagues to join me in recognizing 
May as National Mental Health Aware-
ness Month. Sadly, mental health is a 
subject that often does not receive the 
attention it deserves in our society, de-
spite the fact that mental illness 
touches the lives of tens of millions of 
Americans each year. Nearly 50 percent 
of American adults will develop at 
least one mental illness in their life-
times, and in a given year, one in four 
American adults, more than 60 million 
people, experiences some form of men-
tal illness. Of that number, approxi-
mately 5.8 percent suffer from a serious 
mental disorder like schizophrenia, bi-
polar disorder, or major depression. 

Mental illness can have a devastating 
impact on an individual’s overall 
health and quality of life. Those suf-
fering from serious mental illnesses are 
not only at increased risk for chronic 
medical conditions, but they also die, 
on average, 25 years earlier than other 
Americans, due in large part to treat-
able medical conditions. Adults with 
severe mental disorders are also much 
more likely to be impoverished, further 

limiting their access to health care 
services needed to help manage their 
illnesses. A 2012 study published in the 
Journal of Mental Health Policy and 
Economics found that the presence of a 
household member with a severe men-
tal illness was shown to increase the 
likelihood of poverty in a home by 
more than three times. 

Mental illness also has a significant 
impact on our country’s economy. Ac-
cording to the CDC, the economic cost 
of mental illness in the United States 
was a staggering $300 billion in 2002. 

The good news is that high-quality, 
evidence-based treatment for mental 
illnesses can be very effective. How-
ever, fewer than half of those in need 
receive any mental health care in the 
United States. This is simply unaccept-
able. Stigma, cost, and other barriers, 
such as limited capacity in some areas 
to serve all those in need, prevent 
many individuals from receiving nec-
essary mental health care. It is impera-
tive that we act to improve access to 
high-quality, evidence-based mental 
health care services in our country. 

Several weeks ago, I had the oppor-
tunity to attend the ribbon-cutting 
ceremony for the Mosaic Integrated 
Healthcare Center, a state-of-the-art 
facility in Baltimore that will provide 
essential mental health services, sub-
stance abuse treatment, and primary 
care services to the community. Mo-
saic Community Services is the largest 
community-based behavioral health 
service provider in Maryland, serving 
thousands of children, adolescents, and 
adults annually. The new Integrated 
Healthcare Center will allow full im-
plementation of Mosaic’s integrated 
care model, which addresses patients’ 
physical and behavioral health needs in 
a comprehensive, coordinated, and 
cost-saving manner. A pilot program 
based on this model, supported by a 
2010 grant from Maryland’s Community 
Health Resources Commission, resulted 
in an impressive 78 percent reduction 
in emergency room visits and urgent 
inpatient care. Mosaic’s innovative 
system is a perfect example of the ways 
in which integrated care can improve 
quality of care, result in better health 
outcomes, and help generate long-term 
cost savings. 

I am also excited to be working on an 
initiative to improve access to, and 
quality of, mental health care in our 
country by facilitating the integration 
of mental health care services into the 
primary care setting through the col-
laborative care model, developed by 
the late Dr. Wayne Katon, at the AIMS 
Center at the University of Wash-
ington. 

In the collaborative care model, pri-
mary care providers treat patients 
with common mental health disorders, 
such as depression or anxiety, with 
help from a care manager and a psy-
chiatrist who acts a consultant, re-
viewing patients’ progress, making 
treatment recommendations and shar-
ing his or her expertise with the pri-
mary care provider and care manager. 

The collaborative care model not only 
improves patient care experiences and 
outcomes, it has also been shown to re-
duce overall health care costs. One 
large trial, which focused on depression 
care in primary care clinics in five 
States, found substantial reductions in 
overall health costs, with an overall 
rate of return on investment of $6 in 
health care costs saved for each $1 
spent on depression care. 

Mental illness affects the lives of so 
many Americans. This May, in honor 
of National Mental Health Awareness 
Month, let us commit to working to-
gether to improve mental health care 
in our country by building on the suc-
cess of integrated care models like the 
collaborative care model and the inno-
vative system at Mosaic’s Integrated 
Health Center. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LARRY ARFT 

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, I wish 
to recognize and salute Larry Arft, the 
city manager for Beloit, WI, on the oc-
casion of his retirement. It has been 
my pleasure to work closely with 
Larry since he started in this role in 
2003. Throughout that time, he has 
been a tireless and effective leader of 
the community. He has been a model 
public servant, and his talent and pas-
sion will be missed by all who have 
worked with him. 

A Missouri native, Larry served in 
the U.S. Army in Vietnam. Following 
his military service, he graduated 
magna cum laude from the University 
of Missouri—St. Louis. It was there 
that his interest in local government 
was sparked by an internship with a St. 
Louis-area municipality. Since then, 
Larry has served with distinction in 
multiple communities in three States 
for more than 40 years. 

As Beloit city manager, Larry Arft 
has been the driving force behind ex-
tensive economic development. During 
his tenure, Beloit has experienced 
strong and sustained revitalization of 
its downtown, in the Gateway Business 
Park, and along its riverfront. He has 
always been an enthusiastic partner 
with the business community, and 
Larry proved that Beloit was—and con-
tinues to be—a good place to do busi-
ness. He also engaged other govern-
ment leaders in the area, around the 
State, and in the Federal Government. 
He set an example of how things should 
be done and how people could come to-
gether to address challenges. 

I had the privilege of working closely 
with him in efforts to secure Federal 
funding for the construction and im-
provement of local roads and bridges, 
allowing for safer and more rapid 
transport and economic development. 
In addition, I had the pleasure of work-
ing with him as he led efforts to create 
good jobs and attract visitors to the 
area through the development of a Be-
loit casino. 

Larry’s work extended well beyond 
the city limits. He actively engaged 
other communities in the region and 
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